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Traditional paintings of India. 
1.Madhubani Painting. 


Madhubani Art (or Mithila painting) is a 
style of Indian painting, practiced in the 
Mithila region of India and Nepal. It was 
named after Madhubani District of Bihar, 
India which is where it is originated. This 
painting is done with various tools, such as 
fingers, twigs, brushes, nib-pens, and 
matchsticks and using natural dyes and 
pigments. It is characterised by its eye- 
catching geometrical patterns. There is 
ritual content for particular occasions, such 
as birth or marriage, and festivals, such as 
Holi, Surya Shasti, Kali Puja, Upanayana, 
and Durga Puja. 
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2. Pattachitra Art. 


Patachitra or Pattachitra is a general term 
for traditional, cloth-based scroll painting, 
based in the eastern Indian states of 
Odisha, West Bengal, and parts of 
Bangladesh. Patachitra art form is known 
for its intricate details as well as 
mythological narratives and folktales 
inscribed in it. Pattachitra is one of the 
ancient artworks of Odisha, originally 
created for ritual use and as souvenirs for 
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3. Pithora Painting. 


Pithora paintings are highly enriched 
folk art culture of Gujarat done on the 
walls by several tribes such as the 
Rathwas and Bhilalas who live in the 
central Gujarat, 90 km (56 mi) from 
Vadodara, in a village called Tejgadh. 
Pithora paintings are more of a ritual 
than an art form. These rituals are 
performed either to thank God or for a 
wish or a boon to be granted. The 
Badwa or the head priest of the tribe is 
Summoned and the problems are 
narrated. 


4. Kalamkari Paintings 


From 17th century temples in Andhra 
Pradesh to stretched canvases in modern 
homes, Kalamkari is a time-honored and 
widely beloved form of traditional Indian 

art. Deriving its name from the word 

'kalam, which means pen, 'Kalamkari' 

refers to a particular, intricate style of 
hand-painting onto cloth and is noted for 
ts beautiful earthy tones.To me, Kalamkari 
is areminder of how art is integral to our 
ense of fulfillment and wellbeing, how it is 
synonymous with culture and tradition. | 
irmly believe that art is unique in its ability 
to connect us with our humanity and our 

history—Kalamkari is a distinctly Indian 
craft, tied to our iconography and 
mythologies. 
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5. Kalighat Painting 


Kalighat painting or Kalighat Pat 
Bengali: eta AD bip) originated 
the 19th century in West Bengal, India, 
in the vicinity of Kalighat Kali Temple, 
Kalighat, Calcutta, and from being 
items of souvenir taken by the visitors 
to the Kali temple, the paintings over 
a period of time developed as a 
distinct school of Indian painting. 
From the depiction of Hindu gods, 
god, and other mythological 
characters, the Kalighat paintings 
developed to reflect a variety of 
Subjects, including many depictions of 
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6. Mata ni Pachedi 


Mata-ni-Pachedi is a traditional art of 
painting the image of goddesses ona 
piece of cloth found in the temple which is 
of multicolored animated images of gods 
and goddesses, devotees, followers, flora 
and fauna with a narrative story.The dye is 
made from a solution of alum mixed with 


7. Floor Painting. 


The floor paintings are known 
using various names like Rangoli in 
Maharashtra, Mandana in 
Rajasthan, Alpana in West Bengal, 
Chowk in Uttar Pradesh, Kolam in 
Tamil Nadu, Kalam Ezhuthu in 
Kerela, Aripana in Bihar, 
Pakhamba in Manipur, Jinnuti in 
Odisha, Sathia in Gujarat, Likhnu in 
Himachal Pradesh. 
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8. Warli painting. 


The Warli Painting tradition in Maharashtra are 
among the finest examples of the folk style of 
paintings. The Warli tribe is one of the largest in 
India, located outside of Mumbai. Despite being 
close to one of the largest cities in India, the Warli 
reject much of contemporary culture. Warli 
paintings of Maharashtra revolve around the 
marriage of God Palghat.The ni of Warli 
painting was not recognised until the 1970s, even 
though the tribal style of art is thought to date 
back as early as 10th century A.D.[1] The Warli 
culture is centered on the concept of Mother 
Nature and elements of nature are often focal 
points depicted in Warli painting. Farming is their 
main way of life and a large source of food for the 
tribe. They greatly respect nature and wildlife for 
the resources that they provide for life.[2] Warli 
artists use their clay huts as the backdrop for their 
paintings, similar to how ancient people used cave 
walls as their canvases. 


9. Thangka Painting. 


A thangka, variously spelt as thangka, tangka, thanka, 
r tanka (Nepali pronunciation: ('thankaj: Tibetan: 4 « 
1 * ; Nepal Bhasa: y#f),is a Tibétan Buddhist paintings 
on cotton, silk appliqué, usually depicting a Buddhist 
deity, scene, or mandala. Thangkas are traditionally 
kept unframed and rolled up when not on display, 
mounted on a textile backing somewhat in the style 
of Chinese scroll paintings, with a further silk cover on 
the front. So treated, thangkas can last a long time, 
but because of their delicate nature, they have to be 
kept in dry places where moisture will not affect the 
quality of the silk. Most thangkas are relatively small, 
comparable in size to a Western half-length portrait, 
but some are extremely large, several metres in each 
dimension; these were designed to be displayed, 
typically for very brief periods on a monastery wall, as 
part of religious festivals. Most thangkas were 
intended for personal meditation or instruction of 
monastic students. 


10. Tanjore Painting. 


Thanjavur painting is a classical South 
Indian painting style, which was 
inaugurated from the town of Thanjavur 
(anglicized as Tanjore). The art form draws 
its immediate resources and inspiration 
from way back about 1600 AD, a period 
when the Nayakas of Thanjavur under the 
suzerainty of the Vijayanagara Rayas 
ncouraged art—chiefly, classical dance and 
music—as well as literature, both in Telugu 
and Tamil and painting of chiefly Hindu 
religious subjects in temples. It is 
distinguished by its famous gold coating. 
However, it can safely be surmised that 
Thanjavur painting, as we know it now, 
originated in the Maratha court of 
Thanjavur (1676-1855). 
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11. Cheriyal Painting. 


Cheriyal Scroll Painting is a stylized version of 
Nakashi art, rich in the local motifs peculiar to the 
Telangana. They are at present made only in 
Hyderabad, Telangana, India.[1] The scrolls are 
painted in a narrative format, much like a film roll 
or a comic strip, depicting stories from Indian 
mythology,[2] and intimately tied to the shorter 
stories from the Puranas and Epics. Earlier, these 
paintings were prevalent across Andhra, as also 
various other parts of the country, albeit 
flavoured with their distinct styles and other local 
peculiarities dictated by the local customs and 
traditions. In the same way, Cheriyal scrolls must 
have been popular across Telangana in earlier 
times, though with the advent of television, 
cinemas and computers it has been fenced into 
its last outpost, the Cheriyal town. 


12. Mysore Painting. 


Mysore Paintings are characterized by 
delicate lines, intricate brush strokes, 
graceful delineation of figures, and the 
discreet use of bright vegetable colors 
and lustrous gold leaf. More than mere 
decorative pieces, the paintings are 
ey a to inspire feelings of devotion 

humility in the viewer. In Tanjore 
painting, the gold foil used is thick while 
in Mysore painting the foil is delicate in 
nature. In Tanjore paintings, the main 
Subject is to depict the life of Krishna, 
whereas, in Mysore Style, the theme is 
Universal. 
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13. Gond Painting. 


Gond paintings are a form of 
painting from folk and tribal art 
that is practiced by one of the 
largest tribes in India with whom 
it shares its name. Gond comes 
from the Dravidian expression, 
Kond which means 'the green 
mountain’. 


14. Rogan Painting. 


Rogan art has graced many ghagra- 
cholis, bridal trousseaus, and bedsheets 
and in present times, is being used in 
contemporary items. But the lack of 
opportunities led it to an abrupt and 
almost extinction, while the villages that 
practiced switched trades.Rogan art, a 
method of cloth painting, is a four- 
century-old art form exclusively practised 
in the Kutch district of Gujarat, India. 
Until recently, Rogan art was on the brink 
of extinction, but was revived by the 
efforts of one family. 


15. Pahari Painting. 


Pahari painting is the name 
given to Rajput paintings, 
made in Himachal Pradesh 
and Jammu & Kashmir states 
of India. These paintings 
developed and flourished 
during the period of the 17th 
to 19th century. Indian Pahari 
paintings have been done 
mostly in miniature forms. 
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DO YOU KNOW? 


The concept of folk artis a 
distinctly 19th-century one. 
Today it carries with it a tinge 
of nostalgia for pre-industrial 
society." Folk arts reflect the 
cultural life of a community. 
The art form encompasses the 
expressive culture associated 
with the fields of folklore and 
cultural heritage. 
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